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There once was a time when we didn’t start Christmas Season until after giiengkdNowadays
commercialism has us gearing up for Santa already after Halloweige reflect on how our mental
images have been altered over the years, we can see how easily we'vabeeavday from the
original religious meanings of Hallowe’en and Christmas to an almost esaljusecular (if not purely
mercantile) mindset. How easily we let ourselves be duped!

There’s something about our IVC engagement, too, that’s not unlike that drifiislstegood, so warm
to be reaching out to help others less fortunate than we are, to be extending a hand tdarfediow
need, to be bringing some cheer into a rather drab life, etc. Well, it is a wazwy, dtter all!

How readily we deceive ourselves! We feel we are benefactors wherhinviwdre beneficiaries. Show
me one IVCer who has not benefited from this often new contact with people poorer thian iam
not referring to those vague feelings of pity or satisfaction that can acogropa’s engagement.

Rather I'm thinking of the often subtle changes in our personal scale of valties poiorities we build
into our daily schedule, of our attitudes which shift almost imperceptibly togvaeder compassion,
sensitivity and affection for the people we are now working with.

We can read all those wonderful, challenging stories about Jesus in the Nemérgsir we can hear
them expounded from a pulpit, but it's in direct service to the needy that they begie tmtflesh and
blood and that we come to appreciate what a great gift is being offered ussbypleefact that we
have chosen to reach out and serve our neighbor. We are the ones who benefit most.

Smon (S) E. Smith, SJisa New England Jesuit with a broad background and varied international
experience. Hetaught at different levelsin Baghdad College, Irag, Boston College, Weston Jesuit
School of Theology, Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley and Nativity schools in Boston and

Wor cester. His major and preferred areas of instruction are Scripture and liturgy. Heis known as an
organizer and administrator, having spent a dozen years based in Washington, as Executive of Jesuit
Missions for the U.S. and Canada. S has published widely, is a popular lecturer, isfluent in French,
Spanish and German and has traveled & worked extensively in the third world. And we are grateful that
he also serves IVC as a Spiritual Reflector.



