
Homecoming 

Something in me is stirring; 
I think it’s the part of me 
that waits in lonely exile 

and yearns for a homeland. 

It’s the hidden part of me 
that wanders aimlessly, 
stumbling in the dark,  
crying to be found. 

O God of exiles and strangers, 
find the homeless parts of me; 
Guide them toward yourself, 
for you are my promised land. 

Take the stranger inside of me 
and find familiar soil for it. 

Keep me mindful of the Emmanuel,  
whose sojourn brought a glimpse of home. 

 

This poem by Joyce Rupp reminds me of when I first moved to Minnesota. It was Advent 
of 1992 and I searched for familiar soil. It was a difficult time for my family – we certainly 
yearned for our homeland of the East Coast. We felt the yawning emptiness of the unfilled 
manger, the hope that something very important and better was to come. Now, 15 years 
later, I can recall those feelings and use them to better reflect on Advent, this waiting time, 
this yearning for the coming of our Savior.  

                                
        

Monthly Meeting 
December 21, 2007: 

We continue discussing our book, 
Irresistible Revolution: living as an 
ordinary radical, by Shane Claiborne. We 
meet at Loyola Spirituality Center, 389 N. 
Oxford St., St. Paul. 

Read:  Chapters 5 & 6 

Focus Questions:  

1. Reflect on how you uniquely “shout 

the gospel with your life by showing 

Jesus with the skin on” (p.127) 

2. As a member of the IVC community, 

how do you both challenge and 

support other regional and/or 

national members? 

3. What does it mean to you to be 

church and to follow Jesus? 

Monthly Meeting (cont): 

As the reading guide states, these 2 
chapters invite us into the imagery of 
birth and rebirth. I will be bringing an 
Ignatian reflection on the Birth of Jesus 
written for the Spiritual Exercises. 
 

Morning Group:  9:30-11:30 

Social for Both Groups:  11:30 - noon 

Afternoon Group:   noon – 2:00 
 

Please let Meg know if you won’t be 
attending -- either 952-393-4582 or 
mmannix@ivcusa.org.  

 

The editor is open to any comments 

about this e-letter. It is for you!  
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Several of you asked me to reprint the Walter 

Brueggemann prayer. It follows: 

We Notice Your Giving 

You God of command who issues demands 

upon us; 
You God of promise who compels us to hope; 

You God of deliverance endlessly up-ending our 

systems of abuse; 

In all your commanding, your promising, your 

delivering, we notice your giving. 

Indeed your giving is what we notice first, best and 

most about your own life… 

Giving without reserve or limitation. 

You give us worlds of beauty and abundance, 

Blessed and fruitful, 

You give us sustenance for the day, 

So that we are not smitten by the sun by day 

or the moon by night. 

You give us – in the center of all your giving –  

Your only, well-beloved Son. 

You give us your spirit of power, energy, and 

wisdom. 

Gifts all without grudging! 

And we receive, because we have no alternative. 

 because we cannot live without your gifts, 

because we have nothing but what you 

have given us. 

We receive carefully and anxiously, 

Worried that there is not enough, 

of security and safety. 

We receive occasionally when you stagger us  

and we break beyond anxiety, in gratitude, 

recognizing that you in your generosity 

give us more than enough, 

and in grateful giving we become our true 

selves, breathed in the image of your Son. 

So we ponder your generosity and are dazzled 

We measure our gratitude and our capacity to be 

generous. 

We pray your haunting us beyond ourselves,  

  in wonder at your way 

  in love for the world you love, 

  in praise that transforms our fear, 

in wonder, love and praise, 

in lives beyond ourselves,  

toward us 

a blessing in the world. 

Hear us as we pray in the name of the emptied, 

exalted One.     Amen. 

Prayer is sitting in the silence until it 
silences us, choosing gratitude until we 
are grateful, and praising God until we 
ourselves are an act of praise.  

Catholic Social Teaching 
 

What are the 10 Key Principles of Catholic Social 

teaching? Month by month we’ll uncover the 

principles in our e-letter, continuing with the third: 

 3. Option for the Poor 
 
The moral test of a society is how it treats its most 
vulnerable members. The poor have the most urgent 
moral claim on the conscience of the nation. We are 
called to look at public policy decisions in terms of 
how they affect the poor. The "option for the poor," is 
not an adversarial slogan that pits one group or class 
against another. Rather it states that the deprivation 
and powerlessness of the poor wounds the whole 
community. 
 

The option for the poor is an essential part of 
society's effort to achieve the common good. A 
healthy community can be achieved only if its 
members give special attention to those with special 
needs, to those who are poor and on the margins of 
society.  
 
As individuals and as a nation, therefore, we are 
called to make a fundamental "option for the poor". 
The obligation to evaluate social and economic 
activity from the viewpoint of the poor and the 
powerless arises from the radical command to love 
one's neighbor as one's self. Those who are 
marginalized and whose rights are denied have 
privileged claims if society is to provide justice for all. 
This obligation is deeply rooted in Christian belief. 
 

Economic Justice for All 
Pastoral Letter on Catholic Social  

Teaching and the U.S. Economy 


