
Meet Samuel Salas     
Born and educated in Chile, Sam Salas came to the United States 
in 1960 and joined the prestigious Cranbrook Schools located 
just outside of Detroit. In 25 years there, he was a Spanish 
teacher, and then head of the Foreign Language Department, 
then Academic Dean, and finally, in 1979, Headmaster.  At 
Cranbrook, he was credited with helping the school become 
more culturally diverse and was known for his deep sense of 
social responsibility, as well as a love for sports and music.  In 1987, he decided to open 
a new chapter in his life and moved with his family to the Twin Cities area to become 
headmaster of Breck School. For 20 years, he led, taught and embodied his values of 
academic excellence and social responsibility at Breck. There he established a 
community service program.  A newspaper in Michigan once said that Sam was called by 
some, “a philosopher and advocate for poor and troubled youth.” Sam, welcome to IVC. 
You’re in the right place.  

 
 

Gandhi's Place 

If you want to smell the aroma of 
Christianity, you must copy the rose. The 
rose irresistibly draws people to itself, and 
the scent remains with them. Even so, the 
aroma of Christianity is subtler even than 
that of the rose and should, therefore, be 
imparted in an even quieter and more 
imperceptible manner, if possible. —
Mahatma Gandhi 

Gandhi's rose is a magnificent image. The 
quiet and imperceptible authority of the 
rose comes from its beauty and lovely 
fragrance. It does not need to prove itself 
or convert you to its side. It knows it is a 
rose, and it knows it is beautiful. 

If you have a nose and an eye for beauty, 
you will recognize the inherent authority 
of the rose. In fact, its inner authority 
might well be so pressing and demanding 
that you might say to the rose, as did St. 
Francis de Sales, "Stop shouting!" 

If Christianity relied on its inner 
authority, on the weight of its truth and 
on the sheer power of genuine goodness, 
the world would also say to Christians, "I 
hear you—stop shouting!" And we would 
not have preached a sermon or spoken a 
single word. 

The powers of the world, which are 
always fighting deadlines, management 

goals and profit scales, do not expect to 
be motivated from within. They must 
produce, fix and accomplish, and this is 
one helpful part of life. 

What about us? The author of life bids us 
share in divine freedom and authority. 
This will take longer, but it will also last 
longer, and this God seems to be 
building for the long haul. God waits, as 
only God can wait, because God knows 
the whole picture. Those with true 
authority can believe because they know 
that they know. And the rose can both 
blossom and die because she knows that 
she is a rose.  

from Sojourners, "Authors of Life Together” 
Richard Rohr 

____________________________________ 
 

Monthly Meeting 
October 19, 2007: 

We begin discussing our book, 
Irresistible Revolution: living as an 
ordinary radical, by Shane Claiborne. 

Read:  Chap. 1, 2, 3 

We meet at Loyola Spirituality Center, 
389 N. Oxford St., St. Paul. 

Morning Group:  9:30-11:30 

Social for Both Groups:  11:30 - noon 

Afternoon Group:   noon – 2:00 
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Upcoming Events: 

Creating a Legacy of Peace  
with the Earth: 

How to Take Action to Protect God’s 

Creation 

Will Steger, Arctic Explorer 

J. Drake Hamilton from Fresh Energy  

Sheldon Strom from the Center for  
Energy and Environment  

on Tuesday, October 30
th

, 6:30pm 

at The Basilica of Saint Mary 
Minneapolis  

Call 612-317-3419 or visit  www.mary.org  

+++++++++++++++++++ 

Prepare for Advent and the New Church 
Year:  "The Season of Our Desire" 

November 30-December 1 
at Immaculate Heart of Mary Church in St. Paul 

Presenter:  Pat Malone, S.J. 
Cost:  $19.75 for Saturday 

The 7-9 p.m. Friday session is free but registration is 
requested. Saturday will include a continental breakfast 
and lunch. Mass will be at 2:30. 

Father Malone was an associate pastor at St. Lukes and 
is now with Creighton University ILAC project in the 
Dominican Republic.  

Brochures will be available soon, but do put the dates on 
your calendar. 

Did you know? 

 This e-letter is for you - our volunteers and supporters of IVC.  We would love to hear any ideas 
that you might have for topics! Send us news of upcoming events, recommend a book or a 
movie, tell us a story about your experiences. We want to hear from you!   952.393.4582 

 We have a Minneapolis/St. Paul IVC Regional Advisory Council that includes: Randall Hallett (Dir. 
of Development at St. Thomas Academy), Jim Scheibel (Community Organizer), Julian Bilski & 
Mariah Snyder (IVC volunteers), Meg and Sharon.  We are looking for a representative from one 
of our partner agencies.  Would someone from your agency make a good addition? 

 Our National office is working on an updated IVC website with pages for each individual region.  
More details to follow. 

 We are working on our Second Annual IVC spring event.  We’ll keep you informed about the 

date. (Want to help on the planning committee? Call Meg at 952.393.4582.) 

Voice on the Radio -- Shane Claiborne  

Claiborne, author of our reflection book for the IVC 
year, was featured on NPR’s Speaking of Faith* in 
May, 2007. Click on this link to connect with the 
page: 

http://speakingoffaith.publicradio.org/programs/newm
onastics/index.shtml 
 

*Speaking of Faith with Krista Tippett is public radio's 
conversation about religion, meaning, ethics, and ideas. 

+++++++++++++++++++ 

Catholic Social Teaching 
 

What are the 10 Key Principles of Catholic Social 
teaching? Month by month we’ll uncover the 
principles in our e-letter, beginning with the first: 

1. Human Dignity 
Belief in the inherent dignity of the human person 
is the foundation of all Catholic social teaching. 
Human life is sacred, and the dignity of the 
person is the starting point for a moral society. 

There is a growing awareness of the sublime dignity of 

human persons, who stand above all things and whose 

rights and duties are universal and inviolable. They 

ought, therefore, to have ready access to all that is 

necessary for living a genuinely human life: for 

example, food, clothing, housing, the right to 

education, and work... 
The Church and the Modern World, #26 


