
 

ESPRIT DE CORPS - SUMMER 2012 

“Summertime and the living is easy;  

Fish are jumping and the ‘river’ is high.” 

George Gershwin 

 

 

The “cotton” may be high in the South, but we’ve had record rains this spring in the Twin Cities and 

especially in Duluth and the Arrowhead region.  I believe all of us are looking ahead to warm, leisurely 

summer days and maybe a trip “Up North” to cabins and resorts. 
 

 Spring was certainly not a time of leisure for the IVC in the Minneapolis/St. Paul Region.  We had two 

volunteers join us and had inquiries from nine Service Sites looking for IVC volunteers to fill out their fall 

staffing needs.  We are growing! 
 

New and Returning IVC Volunteers 
Mary Vik joined us in May and has a rich background in education having taught English and German for 

over 30 years in the St. Paul Public Schools.  She has enjoyed volunteering as a tutor in a number of St. 

Paul sites since retiring.  She has also volunteered for the League of Women Voters and served not only 

as president and board member, but was program chair as well.  Her greatest joy is taking care of her 

great grandchild, Braden, who keeps her entertained and laughing.   
 

Mary is looking forward to the spiritual component of the IVC and has already signed on to volunteer 

this fall at Learning in Style, an adult education program for Somali, Hispanic and Ukrainian immigrants. 
 

Kay Ness is returning to IVC after a brief hiatus. She has been volunteering, but would like to make a 

more meaningful and challenging long- term commitment.  She desires additional spiritual enrichment 

as well.  
 

 Kay is a licensed nurse who most recently owned and operated a rehabilitation consulting business, 

working with people who had sustained work-related injuries.  Her business and management skills will 

be a plus for any service site.  
 

Prospective Sites for 2012-13! 

It is exciting to learn that the IVC story is becoming better known in the Cities with a great 

reputation for extending staff in agencies that are working with the poor and vulnerable.  There 

are nine non-profit service agencies who would like to add IVC volunteers in the fall.  They are:  

Catholic Charities, Learning in Style - Childcare Center, Dakota County Jail, Open Arms, Sarah’s...An 

Oasis for Women, Mary’s Pence, Union Gospel Mission, Eastside Neighborhood Services and Micah.   
 

These organizations are looking for people with nursing skills, teaching backgrounds, computer 

skills, legal backgrounds, social work and administration expertise, childcare and parenting 

skills.  We urge anyone to contact us if any of these sites may be of interest to you.  Fresh new 

sites are popping up all the time, so apply for membership and we’ll make the needed 

connections for you! 

 



Julian Bilski 

Julian Bilski, a long- time member and champion of IVC, is currently co-chair of the Regional 

Council for the 2012-13 year. We noticed that he is being inducted into the St. Thomas 

Academy Athletic Hall of Fame on September 28
th

.  When contacted about this award, Julian 

noted that although he played many sports, basketball was foremost in his mind.  He helped 

lead the Cadets for 49 victories out of 50 games. Congratulations, Julian!   
 

June IVC Fund Drive 

Seventy-five donor letters were sent to solicit financial support as we complete our fiscal year 

in July.  Any funds that are collected will be matched by a benevolent donor.  A special thank 

you goes out to all of you who gave generously to see that IVC would be able to continue to be 

a vital Jesuit-affiliated ministry in the Cities! 
 

June 18
th

 Day of Reflection 

Meg Mannix led our Day of Reflection this year and Fr. Ben Osborne presided over our Mass of 

Thanksgiving.  Meg led us in prayer and our discussions of the highlights of our year in the 

morning.  We had Mass at 11:00 and then proceeded to devour a three foot Sub sandwich 

served with a variety of salads that members brought with them. 
 

In the afternoon, Meg directed us through a quiet Ignatian Examine based  on Gratitude for this 

past year.  It was a reflective, refreshing and delightful way to end our year together. 
 

My “First Year” Gratitude prayer included the many new relationships that I acquired both in 

our Region and in the National organization of the IVC.  I am in awe of the generosity and care 

of the IVC volunteers in their Twin Cities service sites and I hear nothing but praise from their 

supervisors.  I am humbled, but proud that we are making a difference for the poor, the service 

sites and in deepening our spiritual growth.  I have been blessed this year.   

Kathleen Groh, Region 8 Director 

 

A Summer Blessing for the Day  

May the God of the misty dawn awaken you 

May the God of the rising sun stir you up 

May the God of morning sky send you on your way 

May the God of noonday stillness renew your strength 

May the God of afternoon bring you home 

May the God of sunset delight your eye 

May the God of twilight calm and refresh you 

And May the God of dusk bring you peace 
 

And may God bless you 

The Rising and the Setting Sun 

The Alpha and the Omega 

The Beginning and the End 

Father, Son and Holy Spirit                (Andrew Greely) 

 


