
 

 

ESPRIT DE CORPS - SPRING 2012 

“You have to believe in happiness 

Or happiness never comes 

Ah, that’s the reason a bird can sing. 

On his darkest day, he believes in spring. 
        Douglas Malloch 

Minnesota can only claim about one week of cold and snowy weather this year, so it is hard to know 

when spring began.  I think it must have been the day we reached 57 degrees and then the temperature 

quickly dipped back down again.  It was the March teaser, but it gave us hope for warmer, brighter days 

ahead. 

 

As a child, Lent was not spring-related for me at all.  The church’s beautiful artwork was covered in 

purple and we spent an inordinate amount of time on our knees, in the confessional and singing 

mournful hymns.  It didn’t relate to what was happening outside our windows in the rich farmland of 

southern Minnesota where fields were being plowed, buds were bursting, and seeds were being 

planted.  It felt like the penitential season was preparing us for Good Friday…not for the hope and 

promise of Easter!  

 

We are Easter people even during Lent, so that all that we do is in preparation for Easter.  We have been 

forgiven; we have been redeemed and we have been sinners; we have fallen short.  Preparing for Easter 

means plotting for our own resurrection and taking the time during lent to do this.  So even if you have 

fallen short this Lent, remember “on your darkest day, believe in spring.” 

                                             Kathleen Groh – Regional Director 

 

 

 

Risen Christ School Renews as a Service Site 

 

 Tom Foley has been tapped to be the IVC Volunteer to tutor Math students in the Middle 

Grades at Risen Christ School in Minneapolis.  With a degree in engineering, he became a welcome 

addition to the Math department and is an aide to the instructor.  Tom wanted to refresh his Spanish 

skills and Risen Christ is the perfect fit with 82% of the students from Latino families.  He finds the 

service very exciting, but even if he has the answers, he has to learn how to explain it to the students.  

That means he is back to school himself! 

 

East Side Neighborhood Services Expands 

 

Joe Betz will be joining Ginny Walzer and Bridget Doyle at the East Side Neighborhood Service site and 

will work with the Circle of Friends program for senior men and assist those who are looking for work.  

Joe also supports eight children who are in the legal system through the Guardian ad Litem program and 

advocates for them through the court process.  Joe proves to us that with love and care, age has no 

limits. 



 

 

 

Go To Jail! 

 

We weren’t playing Monopoly, but Bob Tunning, an IVC Volunteer, and I went to the Dakota County Jail 

and spent two hours touring the facilities and learning how the inmates were brought in, cared for and 

challenged to change their lives for the better when they leave.  We were impressed by the dignity and 

respect that everyone treated one another from the administration to the guards, the staff and the 

inmates.  It was very informative and they will be looking for ways to extend their staff and bring in an 

IVC Volunteer to help them do this in the near future. 

 

Virtus Training 

 

Six more IVC Volunteers completed the Virtus training program under the Protection of Children and 

Youth Initiative in the Archdiocese of St. Paul and Minneapolis.  As part of our on-going training, we can 

assure IVC service sites that we have not only interviewed and done background checks, but we have 

prepared our volunteers to work in settings that care for children, youth and vulnerable adults.   

 

 

Tomorrow’s Catholic:  Understanding God and Jesus in a New Millennium 

 

The IVC Volunteers have been reading and discussing Michael Morwood’s book, “Tomorrow’s 

Catholic” during their monthly meetings this year.  Questions and challenging thoughts have 

come up during the reflections and we decided that it was prudent to have a professor from 

the St. Paul Seminary come and shed light on them during our May 18
th

 meeting.  We’re 

gathering our questions and sending them ahead to Fr. Michael Byron who is also the pastor of 

St. Cecilia Church in St. Paul.  He’s looking forward to joining us for a lively conversation! 

 

Information Meetings 

 

If you are reading this and wondering how you can become a member of the Ignatian Volunteer 

Corps, contact Kathleen Groh at kgroh@ivcusa.org or call her at 651-777-0991.  You can join us 

for a meeting and an information session following at 11:30 am.  We are anxious to meet you! 


