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NEPA Ignatian Volunteer Corps Receives Support  
from the Northeastern PA Health Care Foundation 

 
SCRANTON – The Ignatian Volunteer Corps of Northeastern Pennsylvania (“IVC NEPA”) received a $10,000 
grant from the Northeastern PA Health Care Foundation in 2018.  This multi-year grant award allows IVC 
NEPA to enhance its presence in Northeastern Pennsylvania.  Specifically, in December 2016, IVC’s national 
office hired Attorney Teddy Michel as the director for our Northeastern Pennsylvania presence. On April 3, 
2017, Attorney Michel started with IVC of Northeastern Pennsylvania, working in collaboration with the local 
regional advisory council and IVC’s national office to develop a simple, yet effective, method for spreading IVC 
of Northeastern Pennsylvania’s good news.  As of April 18, 2019, fifteen Ignatian Volunteers, including four 
nurses, serve over 94 hours each week at local non-profit agencies.   
   

IVC NEPA Program Goals: 
• Together with our partner agencies, our primary goal is to help people in Lackawanna County, Pennsylvania.  IVC 

is not a new program providing direct services to the underserved.  Rather, IVC seeks to enhance our non-profit 
partners’ capacity to further their missions.  Specifically, IVC matches retired professionals to serve at staff level 
capacities, 8 to 16 hours per week.  These retired professionals are consistent, competent, and able to work 
collaboratively to accomplish the agency’s mission.  Moreover, an Ignatian Volunteer’s service is a special kind of 
service.  Ignatian Volunteers feel called to journey with and accompany our underserved neighbors and friends.  
This calling, or vocation, aligns the volunteer’s and partner agency’s interests, which furthers the agency’s mission.  
In short, IVC works collaboratively with our non-profit partners to further their missions.   

• To recruit, train, and offer ongoing support to men and women who want to “give something back” to their 
communities; and 

• To empower mature people through a program of meaningful volunteer service, supporting them through lay 
formation and spiritual reflection. 
 
About the Northeastern PA Health Care Foundation  
 
The Northeastern Pennsylvania Health Care Foundation was established in 2011 following the sale of Mercy 
hospital in Scranton. Our mission is to function as a charitable foundation that supports the health care needs 
including, but not limited to, health education, community wellness, payment for medical care of the uninsured 
and underinsured, regardless of the facility of treatment, and to improve the complete physical, mental, and 
social well-being of the residents of Lackawanna, Luzerne, and Wyoming Counties. 
 
About NEPA Ignatian Volunteer Corps 
 
The NEPA Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) is a unique non-profit organization providing men and women age 
50 and better with meaningful opportunities to serve others.  IVC also provides membership in a faith-sharing 
community united by a desire for spiritual development in the tradition of Ignatius Loyola. Inspired to give back 
and partner with nonprofit agencies working with the poor and disenfranchised, Ignatian Volunteers utilize their 
inherent gifts and acquired skills to provide hope and stability to individuals and families marginalized by the 
economic, educational and political realities impacting their lives. 
 

# # # 
CONTACTS: 
 
Teddy Michel   jmichel@ivcusa.org   www.ivcnepa.org/nepa 
IVC NEPA Director   (570) 941-4264 

mailto:jmichel@ivcusa.org
http://www.ivcnepa.org/nepa


In the photo: Top row, left to right: Mark Mitchell, NEPA HCF Board Member; Dr. Christopher Dressel, NEPA 
HCF Board Member; Robert Knowles, NEPA HCF Board Member; The Honorable Terrence Nealon, NEPA 
HCF Board Member. 

Bottom row, left to right: Laura Ducceschi, SAF President/CEO NEPA HCF Administrator; James Clemente, 
NEPA HCF Board Chair;  Teddy Michel, Director IVC NEPA; Sr. Kathleen Smith, RSM IVC NEPA Advisory 
Board Member; John Cosgrove, IVC NEPA Advisory Board Member; Michele McGowan, NEPA HCF Board 
Member. 

 


