
Mary M. Haggerty
Director, IVC St. Louis

Phone: 314.361.7765 ext.147
Email: ivcdirector@jesuits-mis.org
Web: www.ivcusa.org

IVC St. Louis Newsletter Winter 2011

St. Louis

… the promotion of justice is at the heart of a true culture of solidarity.  
It is not just a question of giving one’s surplus to those in need, but  
of ‘helping entire peoples presently excluded or marginalized to enter 
into the sphere of economic and human development’. 
      - Pope John Paul II, World Day of Peace Message 2001

Dear friends of IVC,
Happy New Year!

It was my pleasure to honor the members of the Ignatian Volunteer Corps, St. Louis at the recent Celebration of 
Ignatian Service. IVC volunteers, along with Alum Service Corps Volunteers and the Jesuit Volunteers in 
St. Louis were recognized for their service to the poor in keeping with the Jesuit mission. 

The day began with Mass celebrated by Fr. Doug Marcouillier, SJ, Missouri Jesuit Provincial.  “The Heavens 
were opened,” Fr. Marcouillier reminded us. And the Holy Spirit descended upon Jesus. But it didn’t end 
that day. The Heavens are opened! And the Holy Spirit continues to descend upon us calling us to serve 
God’s people in many different ways. Fr. Marcouillier encouraged us all to listen that we might hear that call. 

Kate Stroble shared her experiences of serving as an IVC volunteer at Marian Middle School and Fusz 
Pavilion. Kate talked of meeting Christ in the middle school students who work hard in the face of  
tremendous challenges and of the grace-filled moments with dear Jesuit friends who have recently 
passed away. Along with her personal experiences, Kate talked about the community of service that is 
IVC – the many ways of serving the poor and coming together to reflect on those experiences. From the 
knowing smiles and nodding heads, it was clear that Kate spoke for all of the volunteers.

I was delighted to have the opportunity to publicly thank those behind the scenes of IVC. Many members 
of the Advisory Council attended the celebration and contributed, in their typical quiet manner, to its success. 
Several spiritual reflectors were also there supporting their volunteers and the program in general.  Many 
thanks to all of you for your quiet, steady support and prayers.

In other news, I would like to thank Catholic Charities Southside and Casa de Salud for their warm  
hospitality in hosting recent monthly IVC meetings.  It was good for us to get out and experience  
first-hand some of the wonderful programs at IVC partner agencies. What a powerful combination – the 
nitty-gritty details of service, coupled with the chance to step back and hold it all in prayer.

So many good people to thank! And thanks be to God for that outpouring of the Holy Spirit, the opening 
of the heavens to all of us!

Blessings,
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tim and Jolene Grosch worked in very different fields, Tim in corporate 
law and Jolene in physical therapy, for many years. Both had successful and  
satisfying careers but when they were getting ready to retire, they knew they 
wanted something more than golf and gardening.  Today, you can find Tim 
and Jolene at the Haven of Grace, a shelter program for homeless pregnant 
women, at least two, sometimes three days a week. When I first suggested 
to Tim that they talk to Marissa Paine, the Executive Director at the Haven, 
about volunteering there, Tim said, “I don’t know how this old guy will do 
working with young pregnant women!” Thanks to their openness and the  
vision and encouragement of the folks at The Haven, I am happy to report that 
both are thriving in their placement. 

On a recent visit to The Haven, I got to watch Jolene teaching a group  
of young women in the kitchen. They mixed and folded and laughed and  
chatted, while across the room Tim played with an energetic four year old. 
Both Tim and Jolene are surprised at how much they enjoy their work here. 
“It doesn’t feel like a chore at all,” Jolene told me on my visit. “In fact, we  
both look forward to what each week will bring.”

In recent weeks, Tim planned a job fair for the residents. He contacted  
some 60 employers and found six that are actively hiring. Prior to the job fair, 
he offered a “crash course” on interview skills and etiquette. The night before 
the employers came to The Haven, the women chose appropriate outfits 
from clothing that had been donated and they enjoyed having their hair 
done by a local beautician who donated her time.  Tim was encouraged  
by the feedback from both employers and residents.  

Jolene has recently finished training with “Parents as Teachers”. She has 
learned to relax when working with the residents one-on-one by focusing on 
the many things they have in common.  Jolene draws on her experiences 
raising three children of her own when mentoring these young mothers. She 
also relies on a ready sense of humor which the residents seem to appreciate. 
At times, Jolene finds the cultural differences glaringly obvious. “I say stupid 
things sometimes, but I can laugh at myself and so they laugh along with me.”

Tim and Jolene’s definition of success is gradually changing the longer they 
work in the program. Both agree that the opportunity for spiritual reflection 
helps put their work in perspective. “We are learning to trust that God is in 
charge,” says Tim. “We can’t fix everything or even know the ultimate outcome 
often, but we CAN be present in the moment to each woman we encounter.” 
Friends are sometimes surprised that Tim and Jolene have chosen to volunteer 
at The Haven of Grace in their retirement.  “Isn’t it depressing?” they ask. And 
the reply from both Tim and Jolene is a resounding “No!” 

Serving Together 
A Volunteer Story 

Top: Tim volunteering at Grace of Haven.
Middle: Jolene cooking with a young 
woman at Grace of Haven. Bottom: 
Tim and Jolene Grosch.
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Noteworthy

Check out our FACEBOOK page for Ignatian Volunteer Corps St. Louis!

IVC Snapshots

Top Row: The Celebration of Ignatian Service on January 9th at De Smet Jesuit High School; Group photo of IVC members at CIS; and John Hoehn 
receiving gift from the Provincial at the CIS event. Middle Row: Fr. Bill Hutchison, SJ at the monthly IVC meeting; Helen Klenken volunteering at 
Kingdom House; and Anne Osdieck at the College Church Outreach Program. Bottom Row: Gail Albers enjoying her day at Our Lady’s Inn; Kate 
Strobel and Staff member at Marian Middle School; and Steve Frank with Bill Smith at monthly IVC meeting.

It will be necessary above all to abandon a mentality in which the poor - as individuals and as peoples 
- are considered a burden, as irksome intruders trying to consume what others have produced... The 
advancement of the poor constitutes a great opportunity for the moral, cultural and even economic 
growth of all humanity.      - The Hundredth Year, (Donders), #28
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