
Jerry Holden with client at St. Francis Xavier 
                  Social Ministry Outreach 

Winter, 2009 
 
IVC: Integrating Service and Spirituality 

 
This year the Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC) has connected more than 11 IVC partner  
organizations, who directly serve the poor, with highly experienced and talented men and women  
who commit to two days a week of service from September through June. Among this year’s  
Ignatian Volunteers are men and women who come from careers in law, business, nursing, human  
resources, parenting and grandparenting, teaching, military, farming and more.  
 
An otherwise diverse gathering of people, Ignatian Volunteers are driven by the desire to serve  
those in need and an equally strong desire to grow spiritually through the experience of service. The  
community of Ignatian Volunteers gathers once a month for prayer and reflection on their service,  
and by doing so they create an environment of mutual support that weathers the inherent challenges  
to engaging poverty.  

 
As an organization, the IVC fights poverty in tangible ways. Ignatian Volunteers infuse non-profit  
and faith based organizations, many of whom struggle financially, with much needed support. 
Ignatian Volunteers are given a job description for two days a week of service, but as they develop  
relationships with the people they serve and those they work beside, their wisdom and experience  
contributes much more than anyone could anticipate.  

 
The IVC’s holistic approach to service grounded in the tradition of Jesuit spirituality enables  
Ignatian Volunteers to sustain their yearly commitment to service, which is usually renewed for 
multiple years. Through service, reading, reflection, prayer, and faith sharing Ignatian Volunteers  
set the standard for integrating service and spiritual growth.  
 
I hope you consider joining the IVC community as an Ignatian Volunteer, a partner 
organization, benefactor or promoter. Together we are speaking a Word of hope to those suffering 
under the weight of poverty. You can learn more at www.ivcusa.org, or feel free to contact me 
at any time. 
  
In Peace, 
 

 
 

 
 

          Newsletter of the Ignatian Volunteer Corps -  IVC St. Louis    
  

Sean T. Q. Agniel 
Regional Director 
 



 
Trading Places 
       By Cynthia Vives, shcj   
       IVC Regional Coordinator  
 
 

               
             George Bober, IVC Volunteer 
 
Can you envision a farmer, caring for over 100 
acres of freshly grown produce, spending every 
fall getting pumpkins ready for festivals, and 
then deciding to “pack up his life” and move 
from southeastern Missouri to St. Louis city 
to care for the homeless and those recently 
released from prison? Can you imagine 
trading open fields and skies for concrete and 
skyscrapers? Just ask George Bober! George is  
a first year volunteer with IVC and actually made 
this extraordinary leap from one life style to 
another. While still a farmer, George was also 
President of the Food Pantry in his parish, where 
he came to know School Sister of Notre Dame, 
Rose Rita Huelsmann, who was working in 
Prison Ministry. As a result of this relationship 
with Sister Rose, and eventually her invitation to 
consider a new ministry, George heeded the call 
and said YES. His only stipulation? He had to 
wait until October 31 of that year so he could 
help his customers celebrate Halloween.  
 
Although Ignatian Volunteers only commit two 
days a week to service (10-15 hours), George 

spends nearly all of his time in securing and 
outfitting apartments for those leaving prison  
and for the homeless. He makes sure that each 
apartment is completely furnished, from sofas  
to microwaves, from beds to bathroom toiletries, 
so that when men arrive at their new home, not  
a single item is missing, in order for them to begin 
a new life. The tears in their eyes, or the wonder 
on their faces is a gift to George that exceeds any 
possible dollar amount!  
 
The process isn’t always an easy one, according 
to George. This is where his spiritual reflector 
has been an extraordinary help. In the beginning, 
George noted, he had a hard time understanding 
the men, not quite accepting that each did not 
embrace the values and tenets he took for granted 
in his own upbringing. IVC spiritual reflector Fr. 
Bill Hutchison, SJ has helped George to under-  
stand the uniqueness of all God’s children, and 
that our experience is just that, only ours. All of 
us, including these homeless and formerly 
incarcerated, are loved by God, without 
exception. The support George enjoys from his 
spiritual reflector and from the other Ignatian 
Volunteers, whom George meets with on a 
monthly basis, enable him to keep giving and 
giving in a spiritually enriching way. 
 
IVC extends a hearty Thank You to George, one 
of many men and women making a difference in 
the lives of the poor in the St. Louis region.  
 
 

“It is one of the most beautiful  
 compensations of this life that  
 no man can sincerely try to help 
another without helping himself.” 
 

               (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 



Current IVC Volunteer Sites: 
 

       
 
 

 Criminal Justice Ministries  
     of St. Vincent de Paul 
  
Catholic Charities of Peoria, IL 
 
Kingdom House 
 
Our Lady of Guadalupe Parish 
 
Loyola Academy 
 
St. Francis Xavier (College)Church  
   Social Ministry Outreach 
 
St. Louis Chinese Christian Community  
    Service Center 
 
Cardinal Ritter Senior Services 
 
St. Cecelia's Academy 
 
Campus Kitchens of St. Louis University 
 
Our Lady's Inn 

            
 

 
 
 
         

   
 Monthly Volunteer Gathering, followed by Mass and lunch 
         Second Tuesday of the Month, 9:30am-11:30am  
 
  IVC Information Sessions for New Membership.  
         Retired men and women interested in becoming Ignatian Volunteers can meet current  
         Ignatian Volunteers and learn more about the program on the two following dates at  
         the Jesuit provincial office (4511 West Pine Blvd., 63108): April 30, 2009 at 4:00pm;  
         and May 12, 2009 at 8:30am.   
 
   Annual End of the Year Retreat 
         June 15-16, 2009, Led by Fr. Bill Creed, SJ 

      IVC Calendar of Events  
          Winter/Spring 2009 
 

Current IVC Volunteer Sites 
 
 

Mary Mills with residents of  
Cardinal Ritter Senior Services. 




