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St. Louis
Dear friends of IVC,
Autumn greetings! I am honored to serve as the new director of the Ignatian Volunteer Corps: St. Louis. 
In these past few months I have had the privilege of working with our volunteers to find placements 
and working with partner agencies to ensure a good volunteer fit. What a treasure we have in both! 

It is an interesting transition to go from being an IVC Volunteer myself to being responsible for the 
administration of the program. There are days when I miss the weekly interaction with clients and with 
the staff serving those clients in need.  Some days I have to silence the phone ringer, shut down the 
computer, and take a moment to realize just what it is we are doing together. While the view from this 
side of the desk is different, it is no less inspiring. 

Recently I visited with some of our IVC volunteers at their service sites. I watched Bill Smith, a returning 
volunteer, operate as a valued member of the agency team. It was gratifying to see first-hand what we 
promise to our agencies. That is, that our volunteers are special, dedicated folks who quickly become 
a part of “the family”.

I also had the joy of visiting with Ray Schaefer and Helen Klenklen, brand new volunteers in their first 
weeks of IVC service. I was proud to watch both of them observe and slowly begin to get the feel for 
the agency and the people they are serving. Already their supervisor gushed about the impact they 
are having. 

In the coming months, I hope to visit with each of our volunteers at their service sites. That is after all, 
the heart of the program! It helps me to remember that, whatever our numbers and areas of service 
are at any given time, our true aim is to see the face of Christ a little more clearly and contribute to the 
transformation of the world. A tall order, to be sure! But one I am confident we tackle each time we 
look into the face of those we serve. 

Please spread the word about the work of IVC and encourage retired men and women you know 
and love to give me a call to talk about becoming a part of the Ignatian Volunteer Corps St. Louis.

In Christ,

We are called in a special way to SERVE the poor and vulnerable; 
to BUILD bridges of solidarity among peoples of differing races 
and nations, language and ability, gender and culture. 
	 	 	 	 	 	 –	US	Catholic	Bishops,	Communities	of	Salt	and	Light

“ ”

http://www.ivcusa.org/region_pages/stlouis.html
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two years ago, Bill Smith got an early retirement offer he couldn’t 
refuse. He knew when the time came to leave his job that he want-
ed to volunteer, but he wondered what would be a good fit. Bill 
tried some volunteering but something was missing for him. He 
was looking for a community of volunteers to belong to, one that 
was grounded in his Catholic faith. So he called an old friend at the 
Aquinas Institute of Theology who suggested just the thing for Bill: 
Ignatian Volunteer Corps.

Bill has been a member of IVC for these past two years, serving two 
days a week at Campus Kitchens. He and SLU student volunteers 
pack up food donated by local grocery chains and together they 
deliver prepared meals to those in need.  Bill is touched by being 
able to provide such a basic need for people. “The food is impor-
tant, to be sure,” Bill told me on my recent visit to Campus Kitchens, 
“but the relationships I develop with the people I serve are equally 
important.”

That was obvious when we knocked on Canary’s door. She squealed 
with delight to see Bill again after the summer break, and threw her 
tiny arms around him. She welcomed us into her apartment and 
asked God’s blessings on us. I’m sure she would share the senti-
ments of another couple Bill serves who told him how much they 
appreciate the meals they get from him especially because he takes 
the time to stop and talk with them. 

It’s a short visit as there are 34 other meals to deliver, but one that 
touched all of us. Canary is well-fed and has the next visit with Bill 
to look forward to. Bill has the monthly IVC morning of reflection to 
look forward to, where he can share some of his stories and pray 
with the community to see the deeper meaning of his service to 
Canary and so many others whose lives he touches.

Feeding	the	Hungry	
A Volunteer’s Story

Top: Bill preparing the meals, Middle: Bill 
and SLU volunteers on their way to deliver 
the meals, Bottom: Bill and Canary.
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The Year of Catholic Social Teaching
Each year IVC members across the country focus on a spiritual theme as part of our reflection process. 
This year our theme is Catholic Social Teaching. The tenets of Catholic Social teaching are brought to life 
through the book, They Come Back Singing, by Gary Smith, S.J. Fr. Gary worked for six years with Jesuit 
Refugee Services among Sudanese refugees struggling to survive in camps in Northern Uganda. In this 
heart-wrenching book, he reminds us that solidarity with the poor was the way Christ lived and that we 
imitate Christ when our love for the poor is evident in the way we live our lives. For more information 
about Social Ministry events in and around St. Louis go to Catholic Charities website at www.ccstl.org.

Noteworthy
Gail Albers 
Our	Lady’s	Inn

Mike Beck 
International	Institute

Russ Bley
St.	Cecilia	Academy

Mike Doherty
Catholic	Charities	Southside

Steve Frank
St.	Francis	Xavier	Social	Ministries

Bernie Giacabazi
Catholic	Charities	Peoria,	IL

Jolene Grosch
Haven	of	Grace

Current Ignatian Volunteers:
Tim Grosch 
Haven	of	Grace

Saralou Hendrickson
Casa	de	Salud

John Hoehn 
Our	Lady	of	Guadalupe

Helen Klenklen
Kingdom	House

Marilyn McGartland
Chinese	Christian	Community	Center

Anne Osdieck
College	Church	outreach	program

Jim Owens
Catholic	Charities	Midtown/
Catholic	Employment	Network

Ray Schaefer
Kingdom	House

Kate Shaw
East	St.	Louis	St.	Vincent	de	Paul

Bill Smith
Campus	Kitchens

Kate Strobel
Marian	Middle	School/Jesuit	Hall

Pat Waldschmidt  
Operation	Food	Search

Jim Wilson
Catholic	Charities	Fr.	Tolton	Center

Cynthia Vives
St.	Cecilia	Academy

Check out our FACEBOOK page for Ignatian Volunteer Corps St. Louis!

IVC	Snapshots
Left: Kay Tabscott, 
Development & 
Community Relations 
Manager  at Kingdom 
House with student 
and IVC volunteer 
Ray Schaefer.

Right: Ray Schaefer 
working with students 
in the after school 
program at Kingdom 
House.

http://www.loyolapress.com/they-come-back-singing-finding-god-with-refugees.htm
http://www.ccstl.org/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/group.php?gid=150225195009514
http://www.ivcusa.org/region_pages/stlouis.html



