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St. Louis
Dear Members and Friends of IVC-St. Louis,
A delightful story recounted in “The Holy Longing” by Ron Rolheiser tells of a 4-year-old girl who feared 
spooks and monsters in her dark bedroom. One night, she ran to her parents’ bed, and her mother 
calmed her down. As she led her daughter back to her room, she said: “‘You needn’t be afraid, you are 
not alone here. God is in the room with you.’ The child replied: ‘I know that God is here, but I need some-
one in this room who has some skin!’”

As the Regional Director of IVC-St. Louis, I see God with “some skin” in the work of our volunteers.   
As our service year progresses, they have moved from the thrill of a new start to the slow and  
sometimes challenging task of serving people whose needs can be overwhelming. At our monthly meet-
ings, several volunteers admit to feelings of powerlessness or frustration at the prospects of those they 
serve. “How can our small efforts make much of an impact?” they ask, the weight of the question hanging 
in the air.

Ministry is often thought of in terms of doing acts of service. I think our volunteers have come to see 
that simply being with their clients is service, too. While they may not have all the solutions to their  
clients’ problems (at least in the short term), the relationships they’re building in their weekly service 
open everyone involved to deeper mutual understanding. In this way, their presence is, in effect, God 
with some skin.  As Charles Winters, founder of the Loyola Institute for Ministry at Loyola University 
New Orleans, once wrote:  “In this sense there is a kind of passivity at the heart of every ministerial  
encounter.  We might express this passive aspect of ministry by saying that it’s not so much what we say 
as what we do, and it’s not so much what we do as who we are that matters.”

Our faith assures us that God is present, like the mother comforting her child. We, like the little girl, 
want to know for sure. Our volunteers are at turns the mother and the child: comforting in their  
presence, yet longing for quick solutions. As our year goes on, we more deeply understand that  
it is in relationship with others where the answers will emerge, the fears will be calmed, and God’s  
presence will be felt with some skin.

“We  cannot love God unless we love each other, and to love we must  
know each other. We know Him in the breaking of the bread, and we know 
each other in the breaking of the bread, and we are not alone anymore.  
Heaven is a banquet and life is a banquet, too, even with a crust, where there  
is companionship. We have all known the long loneliness and we have learned that 
the only solution is love and that love comes with community.” — Dorothy Day
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  Midtown’s  
SUNNY SERVICES

Even on a misty January morning, Catholic Charities Midtown Center is warm and sunny, from the brightly-lit 
hallways, to the cheery staff and clients, to the bustling City Greens Produce store. CC-Midtown is a haven of life and 
hope to a neighborhood in transition. This year, two IVC volunteers, Craig and Sue Schoenfelder are delighted to be in 
the mix of such vital ministries. Craig and Sue are involved in everything from job search assistance to home visits, parent-
ing classes to produce sales, and they relish every minute of it.

Craig and Sue are first year IVC’ers, having recently settled in the St. Louis area to be close to some of their children and 
grandchildren. In their life together, they’ve moved 12 times, and lived in a variety of locations over the world during 
Craig’s service in the United States Air Force and his corporate career with Chrysler. Some of their home sites have includ-
ed Turkey, Germany, Belgium, Cincinnati, Orlando, Phoenix, Washington, D.C., and Detroit. Along the way, they raised 4 
children and were active in volunteer service, including their seven years at the Capuchin Soup Kitchen in Detroit. Their 
faith and life experience seem to have prepared them for this journey with IVC and CC-Midtown. Craig and Sue bring 
their wisdom and willing hands and hearts to a dynamic organization in its 25th year of service. 

CC-Midtown’s mission is to “assist individuals, families and groups in their struggle to survive economic, social, health and 
emotional crises and to support growth toward self-sufficiency.” Realized through a variety of programs and community 
gatherings, they work toward their core goals “to integrate social, health, youth and group programs to provide holistic 
services; to support neighbors through home visits; to break down barriers created by poverty, isolation, fear and preju-
dice; to recognize and promote the dignity of each person in the community; to be hopeful and witness God’s love for all 
people.” Their services touch the lives of people in the Shaw, Fox Park, Tiffany, McRee Town, Forest Park SE, Gate District, 
and Compton Heights neighborhoods.

Director John Pachak and his staff strive to fulfill these goals while at the same time addressing needs and opportunities 
as they arise. On the day of our visit, for example, CC-Midtown had received ground beef to sell in the City Greens store 
and to give to qualifying clients. We drove to one couple’s home, who warmly welcomed us by a crackling fire. Sharing 
their story of Sherry’s lifelong connection to this house, Sue presented the meat to her while Maureen Quinn, CC-Mid-
town social worker, checked with Paul on their utility subsidies and attendance at the center’s activities.

Meanwhile, back at City Greens Produce, the vegetables quickly sold out amid the coffee, bread, honey, and free-range 
chicken and grass-fed beef. The locally-produced selections help contribute to a healthier diet for shoppers, while offer-
ing convenience and better affordability for the neighborhood it serves. When the weather’s nice, Sue and Craig help 
stock and vend the City Greens Produce truck. During the summer and fall, neighbors can pick organic produce from the 
City Greens Community Garden.

Like so many Americans, many neighbors of CC-Midtown are coping with unemployment and making ends meet. Yet, 
this sunny little corner of the world is making a difference. Said one neighbor, “In this sometimes mad world, it does the 
heart good to know that there are still kind, caring people that will give to others.” The staff at CC- Midtown have wel-
comed Craig and Sue with the same open arms they offer to everyone who asks for assistance, and now they are part of 
the team.

IVC volunteer Sue Schoenfelder, left, meets with Sherry 
and her dog Furbie at her home near Catholic Charities 
– Midtown. The center provided fresh ground beef to 
several clients as part of their home visit program.

Sue and Craig Schoenfelder are in their first year with 
IVC, and they love the variety of service opportunities  
at Catholic Charities – Midtown. 

The Amish community’s preserves, honey, apple butter 
and more are popular items at the City Greens Produce 
store.  The City Greens Produce store offers shoppers a 
wide selection  of fresh produce, bread, coffee, meat 
and dairy products.
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“Former Jesuit Superior General Pedro Arrupe was once asked why there is such  
an emphasis today on social justice when, in the past, many saintly persons and good 
spiritual writings appear to almost entirely neglect this, at least in terms of specific  
development. He answered rather simply: “Today we know more.”  
– Taken from “The Holy Longing” by Ronald Rolheisher, OMI

Noteworthy

Ignatian Volunteer Corps Visioning Session 
date: Thursday, March 15, 2012  tiMe: 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m.
location: The Heights | 8001 Dale Ave | Richmond Heights, MO | 63117
Our session will include lunch and discussion with IVC partners, volunteers, and other friends of the program  
to envision and articulate future efforts to expand IVC’s service to the greater St. Louis area.  If you’d like to  
attend this creative brainstorming session, contact Maria at 314-361-7765 or IVCDirector@jesuits-mis.org
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Serving Jesuit Education

THE JESUITS OF THE MISSOURI PROVINCE INVITE YOU TO THE

CELEBRATION OF IGNATIAN SERVICE

SUNDAY, MARCH 11, 2012
MASS WITH THE PROVINCIAL AT 11:30 A.M.

LUNCH TO FOLLOW

DE SMET JESUIT HIGH SCHOOL

330 EMERSON ROAD

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63141

R.S.V.P. TO KATIE KIRSCHMAN

BY PHONE | 314.758.7156 OR

EMAIL | kkirschman@jesuits-mis.org

UPCOMING EVENT


