
Meet Ted Molitor (with Irene)! 
 

Teacher, coach, athlete, naval officer, university instructor, 

active in his church and choir, well known and respected in 

the academic and athletic communities around town, Ted  

Molitor is what we used to call, with much respect, an  

“all-around guy.”  
 

Born and raised in Norwood, Minnesota, educated at what 

was then St. Thomas College, Ted served in the Navy  

during World War II, and has continued to serve our  

country for much of his life.  He retired from the U.S.Naval 

Reserve as a Commander. 
 

After the Navy and college, Ted taught science and mathematics at Cannon Falls High 

School, and “coached everything.” He moved on to teach math and science at Alexander 

Ramsey and Roseville high schools and coached football and track.  Greg Mortensen, the 

subject of the current bestseller Three Cups of Tea, was one of his students. Over the 

years, Ted also taught science education at several colleges and universities – Hamline, 

Carlton, Beaver College (Philadelphia) University of St. Thomas, Prince Edward Island, 

and in India at Jadavpur (Calcutta), Poona and Jodhpur. 
 

He’s a member of the Minnesota and the University of St. Thomas’ Athletic Hall of 

Fame.  
 

An all-around guy?  You bet. We could use a lot more of them. 
 

 

A Personal Reflection 

I receive a daily meditation from Richard 
Rohr [www.cacradicalgrace.org] – a 
Franciscan priest (forgive me, St. Ignatius). 
For Lent he has been writing about 
suffering. The meditation for Feb. 21 just 
struck me between the eyes: 

It seems God wants us to live a vulnerable 
life, a life dependent on other people, a life 
that is unafraid to cry. “Happy are those 
who hunger and thirst for justice," Jesus 
says. The little ones are able to see what is 
happening. These are the ones who, when 
there is something more, will be ready. 

That ‘something more’, that ability ‘to see 
what is happening’ – that is grace…that is 
God. 

Recently I attended a 50th birthday party 
celebration for a friend who lost her 
husband last year. She is someone who 
“had it all” before her husband died 
suddenly of a heart attack. She had the 
house in the suburbs, three wonderful, 
healthy boys, many friends, church 

connections. She and Mark were very 
happy. Her life did not seem very 
vulnerable – they were dependent on no 
one. Then, Mark dies.  

She is vulnerable now – she is unafraid 
to cry. Many have cried with her. And, 
she has witnessed that something more, 
that grace of God that has comforted her 
in her excruciating sorrow. 

This has made me question just how 
vulnerable I allow myself to be. Am I 
afraid to cry? Do I avoid taking the risks 
that might open me to God’s grace? Am I 
ready for that something more?  

Control is a fleetingly comfortable thing. 
I try to have too much of it, and I wonder 
what I have missed because I don’t want 
to be dependent on God and on those 
whom God has put in my life. 

My Lenten prayer is to relinquish my 
pseudo control. My longing is to be open 
and vulnerable to all the grace God has 
in store for me. My deepest desire is to 
hunger and thirst for justice – to be ready. 
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More News: 

Shane Claiborne, author of our reflection book this 
year, Irresistible Revolution, will be speaking at 
Bethel College on March 10th. There are 2 
opportunities to hear him: 

� 10:20 AM, Chapel in Benson Great Hall; 
� 7:30 PM at the RC Gymnasium 

Check out this website for a map: 
www.bethel.edu/special-events/campus_map.htm 

Cristo Rey, where two of our volunteers are placed 
(Mariah Snyder and Mary Ellen Kennedy), is 
dedicating their library! They could use more books 
– specifically biographies and any teen fiction. New 
or gently used books are acceptable. Call Mariah to 
arrange a donation (651)644-2357 

The national IVC website is new and improved! 
Check out the new IVC website – lots of links to 
local stories, a new look, and helpful features:  
www.ivcusa.org 

----------------------------------------------------------- 
If you know someone who’d like to receive this e-letter - agency co-

workers, friends or family - just send their email addresses! The 
more, the merrier!  mmannix@ivcusa.org 
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Upcoming Events: 

o 2nd Annual Volunteer of the Year Event 
will be held on Sunday, April 6 from 4 – 6 

PM at St. Thomas Academy, Mendota 

Heights. We are so pleased to welcome Fr. 

John Estrem, CEO of Catholic Charities as 

our guest speaker. 

Invitations will be sent out in early March. Please 

come with a friend or two and enjoy fellowship 

with IVC colleagues and supporters. 

o Elizabeth Johnson, CSJ Lecture 

Tickets are now available for the College of 

St. Catherine Myser Initiative on Catholic 

Identity Lecture with Fordham University 

theologian and author Elizabeth Johnson, 

CSJ, Thursday, April 10, 7 p.m. To reserve 

your free tickets call The O'Shaughnessy 

Box office at 651-690-6700. 

The speaker will draw from her new book, Quest 

for the Living God: Mapping Frontiers in the 

Theology of God to discuss what contemporary 

theology is uncovering as hidden power and 

inspiration in an ancient formula in her lecture, 

“Seeking the Living God: Nourishing Faith with 

the Living Tradition."  

o Project Homeless Connect 
Monday, April 28, 2008, 10:30 - 5:00 

Minneapolis Convention Center 
 

Ending homelessness, one person at a time 
Project Homeless Connect (PHC) is a one-

stop shop model for delivering services to 

people experiencing homelessness. These 

services include: housing providers, employ-

ment specialists, medical care, mental health 

care, benefits specialists, eye care, haircuts, 

transportation assistance, food and clothing. 
IVC partner agencies St. Stephen’s, Catholic 

Charities, AMICUA and PSP will be there. 

Last fall, Peter Royse, my daughter & I 

volunteered - go to PHC web site to sign up:  
 

www.homelessconnectminneapolis.

org/volunteer.htm  
 

Monthly Meeting, Friday, March 14 
Please RSVP! 

We’ll meet at Loyola Spirituality Center, 389 N. 
Oxford St., St. Paul to discuss Chapters 9 & 
10 of Irresistible Revolution. 

Schedule for the day – 
9:30 – 11:30: morning session  

11:30 – noon: all group social 

Noon – 2:00: afternoon group 

Reflection Questions: 
1. Reflect on your experience of the transforming 
power of grace at work in your own heart and 
ministry experiences. 
2. What is the face of Christianity that you portray 
as an IVC member? 
3. What face of Christianity is revealed to you in 
persons who are poor? 
4. Name an experience where Jesus both surprised 
and disarmed you. 



 

 

 

 
 

Catholic Social Teaching 
 

What are the 10 Key Principles of Catholic Social 

teaching? Month by month we’ll uncover the 

principles in our e-letter, continuing with the sixth: 

6. Economic Justice  

The economy must serve people, not the other way 
around. All workers have a right to productive work, 
to decent and fair wages, and to safe working 
conditions. They also have a fundamental right to 
organize and join unions. People have a right to 
economic initiative and private property, but these 
rights have limits. No one is allowed to amass 
excessive wealth when others lack the basic 
necessities of life.  

Catholic teaching opposes collectivist and statist 
economic approaches. But it also rejects the notion 
that a free market automatically produces justice. 
Distributive justice, for example, cannot be achieved 
by relying entirely on free market forces. Competition 
and free markets are useful elements of economic 
systems. However, markets must be kept within 
limits, because there are many needs and goods that 
cannot be satisfied by the market system. It is the 
task of the state and of all society to intervene and 
ensure that these needs are met.  

“One may not take as the ultimate criteria in 
economic life the interests of individuals or organized 
groups, nor unregulated competition, nor excessive 
power on the part of the wealthy, nor the vain honor 
of the nation or its desire for domination, nor 
anything of this sort. Rather, it is necessary that 
economic undertaking be governed by justice and 
charity as the principal laws of social life.” 

Mater et Magistra 
Papal Encyclical by Pope John XXIII 

“It is right to struggle against an unjust economic 
system that does not uphold the priority of the 
human being over capital and land.” 

on the Hundredth Anniversary of Rerum Novarum 
Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul II  

____________________________________________________ 

Do you want to read more about Catholic Social Teaching? 
Visit our own Archdiocesan Office of Social Justice web 
page, one of the best social justice sites in the country: 

http://www.osjspm.org/ 

 

Check this out: 

� The US Council of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) has an 

expansive website, including their choices for top ten 

movies of the year. Their 2007 picks (echoed by 

several members of IVC): 

1. Amazing Grace 

2. Bella/Juno 

3. Beyond the Gates 

4. Into Great Silence 

5. Kite Runner 

6. Lars and the Single Girl 

7. The Lives of Others 

8. The Namesake 

9. The Rape of Europa 

10. Ratatouille 

††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 

Follow the advice of the USCCB Center of Concern this 

election season: Voting the Common Good. The 

Center has been promoting justice and peace since 1971. 

Check out policy analyses of critical issues at   coc.org 

††††††††††††††††††††††††††††††† 

� You may enjoy the book Mariette in Ecstasy by Ron 

Hansen. He write of life lived within a religious order--

a life punctuated by fervent, prayerful whispers; by 

Gregorian Chants. With prose as spare as the 

unadorned halls of the Sisters of Crucifixion convent, 

he tells a story that is rich and complex, provocative 

and fascinating, and, at times, terribly unsettling. 

Through Mariette Baptiste, a young, beautiful prioress 

among many older (some embittered) nuns, he 

explores the confounding mysteries surrounding 

rapturous devotion to the divine.  

� William Johnston SJ is an Irish Jesuit who has lived in 

Japan for many years. He has written extensively on 

Eastern mysticism and its utility in Christian 

contemplation. His latest writing is Mystical Journey: 

An Autobiography. He writes, “In terms of my own 

personal path, the first thing was, and still is, the 

following of Jesus to the cross and resurrection… I 

have been greatly helped by the Hindu description of 

this journey…I have been helped by Buddhism…and 

finally, I have been influenced by the Cloud of 

Unknowing”. This book, anonymously written around 

the year 1375, is a lucid and deceptively simple manual 

on contemplative spirituality — it offers a fascinating 

glimpse into the practical side of medieval mysticism. 
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Please make a note of these! Let your Please make a note of these! Let your Please make a note of these! Let your Please make a note of these! Let your 
friends and neighborfriends and neighborfriends and neighborfriends and neighbors know s know s know s know ––––        
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 Information Sessions for: 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Your most important work may begin after you retire! 
 

Come learn about the Ignatian Volunteer Corps (IVC), a national 
community service organization of volunteers and for volunteers.  
Ignatian Volunteers, men and women age 50 and over, come 
together to serve the needs of people who are poor; to work for 
a more just society; and to grow through discussion and 
reflection in the Ignatian tradition. Join 24 men and women who 
have found satisfaction in their service to the community. 

 
 
Tuesday, March 18 -- 10:00 AM 
Edina Library Meeting Room 
5280 Grandview Square, Edina 
Just west of Hwy. 100 and Vernon Ave. 

 
Tuesday, April 8 – 7:00 PM 
Corpus Christi Church Parish Center 
2131 Fairview Avenue N, Roseville 
 
 

Monday, April 21 – after 9:00 AM Mass 
Mary, Mother of the Church 
3333 Cliff Rd. E, Burnsville 

Sunday, May 4 – after 11:00 Mass 
St. Joan of Arc Parish Center 
4537 3rd Ave. So., Minneapolis 
 
 
Monday, May 19 – 7:00 PM 
St. Ambrose Church 
4125 Woodbury Dr., Woodbury 
 
Tuesday, June 17 - 7:00 PM 
St. Thomas More East Campus 
(formerly Immaculate Heart of Mary ) 
1550 Summit Ave., St. Paul 

 
Information sessions last about an hour or so. You will hear from current volunteers 
about their experiences, as well as from IVC staff about program benefits and place-
ment opportunities. 

 

For registration and more information – 
Call:  952-393-4582   or Email:  twincities@ivcusa.org 


