
Meet Irene Molitor (with Ted)! 
Talk about a full life! Our new volunteer Irene Molitor is a  
wife, mother, psychologist, business executive, volunteer, 
one-time member of an archdiocesan commission and  
trustee of her parish, Eucharistic Minister, parish lector and  
world traveler. And just in case she has some spare time, 
she’s added two new activities related to the Jesuits. 

Irene grew up in St. Paul, one of seven children, in a strongly  
Catholic family – St. Paul Irish all the way. She married Ted  
Molitor (to be featured in next month’s issue) and stayed  
home to raise her three children. A psychologist by training,  
Irene began consulting - psychological testing and conflict  
resolution - as her children grew. Then she went to work full  
time in business, as a psychologist and then director of employment and training, 
management training, and Equal Opportunity, at two Twin Cities companies. 

Now retired (she claims), Irene volunteers in her parish, St. Rose of Lima. She was asked to 
become a member of the Archdiocesan Council on Women. One of the Commission members, 
Fr. John Fitzgibbons, S.J., suggested that she and Ted consider joining the Ignatian 
Associates, a group of laypeople closely associated with the Jesuits. Part of her formation in 
the Ignatian Associates was to undertake St. Ignatius of Loyola’s Spiritual Exercises, a year-
long course of study, meditation and prayer. She calls it “one of the most thrilling experiences 
of my life.” And then, to extend their apostolic work, she and Ted joined us in the Ignatian 
Volunteer Corps. They both volunteer at the Union Gospel Mission, in the Learning Center. 
And what has Ted been doing all this time? Stay tuned. 

 
 

My Personal Mission 
By John Henry Cardinal Newman 

 

God has created me to do Him some definite 
service; He has committed some work to me which 
He has not committed to another. I have my 
mission…I may never know it in this life, but I 
shall be told in the next. 

I am a link in a chain, a bond of connection 
between persons.  He has not created me for 
naught. I shall do good. I shall do His work. I 
shall be an angel of peace, a preacher of truth in 
my own place while not intending it…if I do but 
keep His commandments. Therefore I shall trust 
Him - whatever, wherever I am. I can never be 
thrown away.  

If I am in sickness, my sickness may serve Him. 

If I am in sorrow, my sorrow may serve Him. 

He does nothing in vain. He knows what He is 
about. He may take away my friends, He may 
throw me with strangers; He may make me feel 
desolate, make my spirits sink, hide my future 
from me… 

Still, He knows what He is about. 

Monthly Meeting 
Friday, Feb. 15 

We’ll meet at Loyola Spirituality 
Center, 389 N. Oxford St., St. 
Paul to discuss Chapters 7 & 
8 of Irresistible Revolution. 

Schedule for the day – 
9:30 – 11:30: morning session  

11:30 – noon: all group social 

Noon – 2:00: afternoon group 

Reflection Questions: 

1. What does it mean for you to 
pledge allegiance to Jesus and 
His cross, within the unique 
context of your IVC ministry? 
Take your reflections to prayer. 

2. Where are you within this 
real collision of Christianity and 
patriotism? What does God want 
to say to you? 

3. Where have you experienced 
the hospitality of Rutba – a 
hospitality without borders?   
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If you know someone who’d like to receive this e-letter - 

agency co-workers, friends or family - just send their email 
addresses! The more, the merrier!  mmannix@ivcusa.org 
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Upcoming Events: 

Archdiocese of Minneapolis/St. Paul 

Office for Social Justice  

Legislative Briefings, 2008 
Join OSJ staff to learn about the legislative 

agenda and how you can participate in 
creating change! These are some of the 

issues that will be covered: 

Affordable Housing & Homelessness 
Immigration 
Health Care 

Criminal Justice 
Child Care & Public Assistance 

LOCATIONS: 

All times are from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.  

2/28/08   3/6/08 

Guardian Angels  Christ the King 

Oakdale, MN  Minneapolis, MN 

 

3/3/08   3/11/08 
St. William Church Faithful Shepherd School 

Fridley, MN  Eagan, MN 

 

++++++++++ 

How Big is Your God? 
A Lenten Retreat Featuring  

Paul Coutinho, SJ 

Paul Coutinho SJ is a recognized Ignatian Scholar, 
from Bombay, who holds Master's degrees in both 
Clinical Psychology and Religious Studies.  He also 
holds his Doctorate in Historical Theology.  He will 
ask us to consider such questions as:  

Do you have a relationship with God, or do you just 
have a religion? Do you know God, or do you just know 
about God? Do you believe in a God without limits? 

 March 7, Friday 7:00-9:00 p.m.  

March 8, Saturday  8:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

St Peter's Church, Mendota 

The cost is $10 for Friday and $25 for Saturday - $30 for 
the whole retreat. Advance registration is necessary.  

Contact Loyola Spirituality Center: 

loyolasrr@comcast.net, 651.641.0008 

This event is co-sponsored with the Ignatian Associates. 

I mentioned Second Chance Day on the Hill, 
sponsored by Employ Ex-Offenders. It will be 
held on: Wednesday, Feb. 13 at 11:00.  
People will gather in the Capitol Rotunda to hear 
justice-system advocates talk about the stigma and 
obstacles faced by ex-offenders. Check out:  
www.employexoffenders.com 

I will be going. Join me! 
 

++++++++++ 

Catholic Social Teaching 
 

What are the 10 Key Principles of Catholic Social 

teaching? Month by month we’ll uncover the 

principles in our e-letter, continuing with the fifth: 

5. Role of Government and Subsidiarity  
The state has a positive moral function. It is an 
instrument to promote human dignity, protect human 
rights, and build the common good. All people have a 
right and a responsibility to participate in political 
institutions so that government can achieve its proper 
goals. The principle of subsidiarity holds that the 
functions of government should be performed at the 
lowest level possible, as long as they can be 
performed adequately. 

It is clearly laid down that the paramount task 
assigned to government officials is that of 
recognizing, respecting, reconciling, protecting and 
promoting the rights and duties of citizens. 

Peace on Earth  
Papal Encyclical by John XXIII 

The "principle of subsidiarity" must be respected: "A 
community of a higher order should not interfere with 
the life of a community of a lower order, taking over 
its functions." In case of need it should, rather, 
support the smaller community and help to coordinate 
its activity with activities in the rest of society for the 
sake of the common good. 

Centesimus Annus 
Encyclical Letter of Pope John Paul II 



 

 

 

 
 

The King’s Call: 

What am I doing for Christ? The Kingdom Meditation 
we did at the January Day of Reflection focuses us on the 
Incarnated Christ who reveals the way to respond to God – 
He chooses me to work for the kingdom. You might want to 
do this meditation again.  

Remember the meditation has two parts. Part 1 is a 
fantasy about a mythical ‘excellent person’ in Ignatius’ 
imagination, a king, who invites individuals to join in a 
quest to conquer all evil.

  
 

In part 2, the person of Jesus comes to invite me to 
follow the true way. What do I do? As I may have been 
drawn to follow a worldly leader, how much more so will I 
follow a Divine leader – Jesus Christ. He came to bring the 
Kingdom, His kingdom, and He came for me. He chooses 
me. The call to follow Him is personal. 

Ask for the grace that you might not be deaf to the 
King’s call in your life and that you may be willing to do 
what He wants you to do. Offer yourself to God and to 
God’s work on earth. 

Check this out – recommendations from IVC members: 

 Sacred Space: Check out www.sacredspace.ie, a prayer site run by the Irish Jesuits, updated daily. 

The pages will guide you through a session of prayer, in six stages, including preparing your body and 

mind, and culminating in reflection on a scripture passage chosen specially for the day. The stages are: 

 The Presence of God; Freedom; Consciousness; The Word; Conversation; and  

Conclusion. Although they are written in the first person -- "I" -- the prayers are for doing, rather than for 

reading out. Each stage is a kind of exercise or meditation aimed at helping you get in touch with God, 

and God's presence in your life. 

 Ragamuffin Gospel by Brennan Manning, who wrote "for the bedraggled, beat-up, and burnt-out," 

the marginalized folks to whom Jesus ministered: the children, the ill, the tax collectors, the women. In 

other words, the ragamuffins. Manning understands better than most that behind our facades of order and 

self-assurance are inadequacies that can find healing only in Jesus. Manning is the author of 14 books and 

travels extensively. In fact, he will be in Minneapolis on April 18 for a 2-day conference hosted by 

Navigators. He has a webpage www.brennanmanning.com.  

 The Diving Bell and the Butterfly, either the book by Jean-Dominique Bauby or the movie, in 

theaters now. The film describes Bauby's life after suffering a massive stroke at the age of 43, which left 

him paralyzed; his only remaining means of communication was the blinking of his left eyelid. He 

painstakingly dictated this memoir to his assistant by blinking at the desired letter as she repeatedly 

recited a frequency-ordered alphabet. 

 Presentation Ministries: a lay association of the Catholic Church, located in Cincinnati, OH, that 

focuses on evangelization and discipleship through Bible teaching and daily Mass.  One can subscribe 

(for no charge) to One Bread, One Body which contains daily teachings based on the Catholic Church's 

readings for daily Mass and is published 6 times per year. Go to www.presentationministries.com for 

more info. 

 Jesuit Partnership 2007 Fall Forum: I have the DVD of the Fall Forum by Gerhard Bowering, SJ, 

a German Jesuit who teaches at Yale. The title of his talk (which was very compelling) was “Impact of 

Islam on the Catholic Church & American Society.” We can either set a time to watch it together, or you 

may simply borrow it from me. Mariah Snyder attended; Julian Bilski has watched the DVD. 

 Peter Mayer:  Several of you asked Fr. Rob Kroll about the song he played for our Eucharist 

meditation time. The artist is Peter Mayer, and the song is “Holy Now” from his Million Year Mind CD. 

You can find out more about Peter, his music and even buy his CDs – he has 8 -- at his website: 

http://www.petermayer.net/.   

Espri t  de  Corps  
Page 3 of Vol.6 

 


