
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Meet Marylee Stabenow 
Those who know Marylee won’t be surprised to learn that she 

has just begun her fourth career – as a volunteer with IVC.  As a 

young woman, she embarked on her first career, as a high school 

French teacher.  Then marriage and four kids came along, and 

she stayed home to raise her children.  It wasn’t long, though, 

before she turned a hobby -cross-stitch embroidery - into her 

second career.  She found out that many people who loved to do 

embroidery hadn’t the time or, more likely the patience, to put together the item on 

which the embroidery was to be done – a pillow, for example.  So she began making and 

selling “pre-finished” pillows and other items that were ready for embroidery.  After 18 

years, she sold that business and returned to school to become a computer programmer, 

her third career. This one lasted for seven more years, until she decided to “retire.” 

Predictably, that didn’t last long, and she’s back at it again – this time as an IVC 

volunteer at Common Bond, an archdiocesan housing initiative for the working poor.  

The people at Common Bond are lucky to have her – and so are we. 

See a listing of all our members with their agency placements on page 2! 
 

 

Spirituality for the Later Years 
By Gerald M. Fagin, S.J 

Gratitude remains the foundation and source 

of our spiritual lives. The second half of life is 

an especially good time to grow in awareness 

of the gift of life itself, of health, friends, 

vocation, and ministry. It is a time to 

remember and savor all the other gifts we have 

received – look back on our lives, we 

recognize the many times when we have taken 

things for granted, and claimed things as our 

own that were clearly gifts. Our later years are 

a time to acknowledge and cherish the gifts 

that have been given to us, and the wonders 

that God has worked in and through us during 

our lives. It is a great temptation to devalue 

what we have done in life, to compare our 

achievements with those of others whom we 

admire or with the great dreams of our youth. 

We begin to ask questions. What difference 

have I made? What have I done of lasting 

value? How have I responded to the graces 

given to me? We may fail to celebrate and 

treasure the everyday but extraordinary 

moments of friendship, ministry and prayer. 

The second half of life calls us to true 

humility, and to the recognition of our gifts as 

gifts from the hands of a loving God.   

 

Opening Day of Reflection 
September 21, 2007: 

Join us as we launch the 2007-2008 
program year! We’ll meet in the 
Community Rm. at Immaculate Heart 
of Mary, 1550 Summit Ave., St. Paul. 

New members: Gather at 9:00 

Returning members: Arrive at 9:45 

Schedule for the day – 
10:00  Mass with Matt Linn S.J., 

followed by a talk on the healing 
power of God’s love for us 

Noon Lunch 

1:00 Joe Claus will present on 
Talking Circles, a discussion tech-
nique we’ll use this year 

2:00 Overview of year 

3:00 Dismissal 
 

If you know someone who’d like to receive 

this e-letter - agency co-workers, friends or 

family - just send their email addresses! The 

more, the merrier!  mmannix@ivcusa.orgV
o

lu
m

e 
1

: 
S

ep
t,

 2
0

0
7
  

E
sp

ri
t 

d
e
 C

o
rp

s 
 

 Welcome to our first issue of Esprit de Corps, a monthly e-letter for the 

Minneapolis/St. Paul region of Ignatian Volunteer Corps! Each issue will feature a 

profile of a new volunteer, a reflection, news of interesting upcoming events, 

recommended books, and ?? – you help us decide! This e-letter will be brought to 

you with the most able assistance of John Schroeder. Thank you, John!! 



   
 

 

List of IVCers with agency placements (as of 9/10): 
New members, 1

st
 year with IVC: 

Joanne Haurykiewicz  TBD 

Irene Molitor   Union Gospel Mission 

Ted Molitor   Union Gospel Mission  

Samuel Salas   TBD 

Marylee Stabenow  CommonBond Communities 

2
nd

 year with IVC: 

Richard Oliver   St. Stephen’s Shelter 

John Schroeder  Casa de Esperanza 

Dave Swanson   Guadalupe Alternative Program 

3
rd

 year with IVC: 

Marlene Alt   Ebenezer    

Joan Budd   PPL Partnership Academy   

Judy Dahlberg   CommonBond Communities   

Bridget Doyle   Little Brothers/Friends of the Elderly    TBD 

Ed LeClair   AMICUS 

Gerry Revier   AMICUS 

Peter Royse   PPL Partnership Academy 

Mary Sherry   People Serving People 

4
th

 year with IVC: 

Beverly Bailey  CommonBond Communities  

Steve Linney   AMICUS 

Chuck McJilton  People Inc. 

Mariah Snyder   Cristo Rey, VOA 

5
th

 year with IVC: 

Julian Bilski   Catholic Charities 

Mary Ellen Kennedy  Cristo Rey, Baraka Ministries 

John Wirig   PPL Connections to Work 
 

 

We say goodbye to Mary Boggie, Gary Hartmann and Mike Hayes who  

move onto new volunteer opportunities. Doug Mertz is taking a sabba- 

tical to care for his father. Our prayers to each of you! 
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Recommendations: 
From time to time IVCers mention 

books or movies they consider to be 

worthwhile. They are listed below: 

Books - Roots of Violence in US 

Culture by Alain Richard; Church 

of Christ: Church of Rome by Tony 

Flannery; True Notebooks by Mark 

Salzman; On Being a Christian by 

Hans Kung;  

Movies – Lookout; Sweetland; 

What I Want My Words to Do To 

You (PBS); Bonhoeffer (PBS);  

Websites – Creighton Ministries 

www2.creighton.edu/ministry/; 

Sacred Space www.sacredspace.ie/; 

Center for Action and Contem-

plation   www.cacradicalgrace.org  

Always Recruiting! 
We have unfilled positions at 
several partner agencies. If you 
know someone who might be 
interested in IVC, please let us 
know. Among the unfilled 
positions: 

Catholic Charities Emergency 
Services – food shelf or direct 
services; Hospitality House – 
work with at-risk youth; Open 
Arms – prepare and deliver 
meals or expand program to 
ship food to Africa; Pillsbury 
United Communities Waite 
House – assistance to families in 
Phillips neighborhood. 
 

For more information on Ignatian 

Volunteer Corps and its program 

components, members and agency 

partners, please contact: 

Meg Mannix, Regional Director 

952-393-4592 or 

mmannix@ivcusa.org. 

 


